Social Studies and World Citizenship

hormones, glands, repressions, inhibitions and other con-
ditions, which is all too readily available.

The study of the elements of human reproduction should
take its logical place in the biology course. Most courses
deal quite satisfactorily with plants and some representative
amrrifrlgj but for various reasons in this connexion man
apparently does not exist. Here is one example of ignoring
tie facts of human sex which succeeds in directing the
curiosity of the child to them, often in the most dangerous
ways. More direct classes in sex guidance can be arranged
in collaboration with the biological teaching. But the teacher
is recommended first of all to bring the parents together and
thrash out the whole problem with them. Much help in this
connexion can be obtained from the Central Council for
Health Education.1 This Council is able to offer courses of
lectures to teachers, parents and adolescents on biology in
healthy living, or more direct lectures on human repro-
duction and the health problems involved. In any event,
it is a mistake to attempt sex guidance without consulting
the parents of the children. This may not be easy, and,
indeed, it may involve first of all making the parents them-
selves familiar with the trends, aims and substance of sex
education.

Few can doubt the desirability of collaboration between
parents and teacher in the question of sex guidance, because
(i) some parents are themselves not familiar with the funda-
mental principles of sex, in spite of the fact that-they them-
selves have produced children; (2) the more progressive
young parents, on the other hand, are franker with their
children and attempt to deal with the sex problems of their
children in a rational manner. But the teacher cannot be
left out of it; also he cannot leave everything to the parents,

1 Central Council for Health Education, Tavistock House, Tavistock
Square, London, W.C.I. President, the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Chatnniw of the Educational Advisory Committee of the Council,
L. I, F. Bnmbb.
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